
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
     

 

GREAT PUBLIC SCHOOLS NETWORK 

 

http://www.gpsnetwork.org/welcome/ 

 

The Great Public Schools Network is a place where teachers, parents, school support professionals, and 
community members share ideas and resources to improve student success.  It is free and open to all! 

Through the GPS Network online, members will be able to communicate and address common core 
standards, educational leadership, and other key educational issues.  The network is open to all educators. 

The purpose of the GPS Network is to develop a network of NEA members, affiliates, and partners who will 
collaborate, advocate, and organize to improve public education by leading a student-centered Association 
agenda. 

The Great Public Schools site has many components that allow educators to engage in the following: 

 Collaborate on professional issues 

 Search for resources to enhance lessons plans and share ideas 

 Read educational blogs and up-to-date educational news 

 Share your opinions through a feature called Today’s Poll 

  Explore Practical Tools provided by NEA and other partners 

 Join events of interest that are announced via the GPS Network, i.e., webinars, podcasts, etc. 

Resources and curricula have been vetted and organized to better serve you and your students. 

These collections bring together the best, as follows: 

 Educator-led and student-led, inquiry-based instruction 

 Assessment activities, projects, labs, and interactive simulations 

 Materials include lessons, units, complete eTextbooks, and complete coursesSupports include 
printable student materials, fiction and nonfiction ebooks, labs, projects, videos, interactive 
simulations, assessments, rubrics,  
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

 

 

"The Stone Of Hope" memorial by master sculptor Lei Yixin was opened to the public in West Potomac Park, 
Washington DC, on August 22, 2011.  

 
©iStockphoto.com/Camrocker 

 

Martin Luther King Day is a federal holiday held on the third Monday of January. It 
celebrates the life and achievements of Martin Luther King Jr., an influential 
American civil rights leader. He is most well-known for his campaign for racial 
equality in the United States. 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. Preschool Themes 

http://www.everythingpreschool.com/themes/drking/ 

http://www.first-school.ws/theme/special-days/martin-luther-king-jr.htm 
 

Dr. King Teaches Many Lessons 
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson248.shtml 

 

Martin Luther King Historic Site 
http://www.nps.gov/malu/forteachers/lessonplansandteacherguides.htm 

 
NEA Classrom Resources 

http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/mlk-day.html 
 

Scholastic Collction of  Resources 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/collection/commemorate-life-dr-martin-luther-king-

jr 
 

Martin Luther King Jr Resources for Teachers 
https://www.teachervision.com/martin-luther-king-jr/teacher-resources/6643.html 

 
Martn Luther King Lesson Plans 

http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/holidays/mlk/ 
 

 

http://www.everythingpreschool.com/themes/drking/
http://www.first-school.ws/theme/special-days/martin-luther-king-jr.htm
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson248.shtml
http://www.nps.gov/malu/forteachers/lessonplansandteacherguides.htm
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/mlk-day.html
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/collection/commemorate-life-dr-martin-luther-king-jr
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/collection/commemorate-life-dr-martin-luther-king-jr
https://www.teachervision.com/martin-luther-king-jr/teacher-resources/6643.html
http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/holidays/mlk/


 
http://kids.usa.gov/grown-ups/calendar/january/index.shtml 

 

Kids.gov January Events Calendar  
 

This New Year, resolve to check out the Kids.gov January Events Calendar. The site 
has teacher  guides and lesson plans on Mentoring, National Volunteer Blood Donor 

Month, National Diet Month, Winter Weather, Religious Freedom Day and Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. 

 
iPad Tips 

 

Create Folders 
 
iOS now supports folders. To create a folder all you need to do is tap and hold on an app until 
they all start to jiggle, then drag the app over another icon and release.  
 
Your iPad will create a folder with both the apps in. The folder will be named according to the 
category of the apps it contains, but you can rename it as you like. 

 

Access All Running Apps 
 

Double-clicking the Home button shows you all the apps that are running on your iPad in a bar 
along the bottom of the screen. To switch to a running app just tap on it here in this bar. Just 

swipe the screen downwards to remove this. 
 

 
 

http://kids.usa.gov/grown-ups/calendar/january/index.shtml


 
 

App of the Month  
 

 
Scanner Pro by Readdle 

 
Scanner Pro transforms your iPhone and iPad into portable scanners. It 
allows you to scan receipts, whiteboards, paper notes, or any multipage 
document. Scanned documents can be emailed and printed. Scanner Pro 
for the iPad is moderately priced at about $6.00 (sometimes you can 
purchase the app for a discount) and it is among one of the better scanner 
apps on the market. Other scanning apps include Genius Scan (free); Doc 
Scan (free); or CamScanner (free).  
 
There are a variety of free scanner apps but if you really want to get a good 
quality image, it might be well worth paying for a decent app. The 
convenience of an iPad scanner is hard to beat when you need to digitize a 
document, or scan a newspaper comic for use in class or for a presentation. 
 
Students can send digitized documents showing their solutions to a math 
based problem, laboratory exercise, or a labeled drawing using their iPad or 
Droid scanner. The teacher can then make comments using iAnnotate or 
another PDF app and return it to students. Once an image is digitized, then 
working on that image on the computer or on the iPad is rather simple. The 
Scanner Pro app allows users to print, as well as open scanned images as a 
Jpeg or PDF document. Users of the app can also fax, or simply upload 
scanned images to their favorite cloud storage site. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

CORNER 

 
COMMON CORE CONVERSTATION 

 
Common Core Conversation is a free site that offers resources, 
lessons, and teaching strategies. Resources include math, English, 
science, social studies and other subjects.   
 
www.commoncoreconversation.com/#sthash.DQW0OV2v.v27qzPwA.dpbs 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Take the child’s point of view. 
 

Reward your own professional development. 
Authors Unknown 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.commoncoreconversation.com/#sthash.DQW0OV2v.v27qzPwA.dpbs


 
 

 
 
 
 

 
http://www.socrative.com/ 

 
Socrative is a smart student response system that empowers teachers to engage their 
students through a series of educational exercises and games via smartphones, laptops, and 
tablets. Furthermore, activities can be completed collaboratively, so don't worry if you don't 
have a device for each student. 
 
QUESTION VARIETY 
Questions can be multiple choice, short answer, or a combination of the two. It's your 
choice! Once the exercises are completed, you'll receive an aggregated report. The multiple 
choice will be graded for you. 
 
REAL-TIME FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 
Take a snapshot of student thinking through real time formative assessment. It's super easy 
to gather responses and get whole class participation. Just choose your question type, ask a 
question, and wait for responses. 
 
 
EXIT TICKETS 
Check in on your students' understanding as they head out the door. Gather responses on 
their comfort with the material as well as answers to questions you create in real time or 
prepare before class. 
 
REPORTS 
Student responses are presented in an Excel file or viewable online as a google 
spreadsheet. The multiple choice will be tallied for you! 
 
APPS 
Work with a mix of smartphones, tablets, and computers. Find our apps in the Google Play 
or iTunes stores. 

 
Overview Viedo 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EoJtCtOhio&feature=youtu.be 
User Guide 

http://www.socrative.com/materials/SocrativeUserGuide.pdf 
 

 

http://www.socrative.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EoJtCtOhio&feature=youtu.be
http://www.socrative.com/materials/SocrativeUserGuide.pdf


Technology  Tip 
 

 
 

Just Googling Around 
 

The internet is big, really, really big, and if you want to use it effectively 
you have to be familiar with search engines.   Google.com has become 
the search engine of choice for millions of internet users.  There are 
others and if the past is any guide there will be a “better than Google” 
search engine some day, but for now Google seems to be the best.  Part 
of the reason they are the best is that they keep developing new ways of 
looking at the internet.  Below are a couple additional features that 
Google offers that you might want to check out now and in the future as 
they continue to develop: 
 
  
http://news.google.com/  Need a current event?  Forget about the newspaper, use 
the internet like teenagers do to find stories that are only minutes old. 
 
http://images.google.com/  Arguably the best image search engine in the world.  
Try finding a picture of something today. 
 
http://www.google.com/finance  Want to check the stock market? Try this 
website for a quick overview. 
 
 http://maps.google.com/   Looking for an up-to-date map or satellite photo? 
Check out these amazingly easy to manipulate maps and photos. 
 
 http://video.google.com/  Google has their own video search engine.  Find an 
educational video on the internet that you can play for your class. 
 
 http://scholar.google.com/  Another project that Google is working on is to create 
a more efficient way to search scholarly papers. 
 
http://books.google.com/  This is a great way to jump into some literature.  Check 
out a book online, read some passages and find out where you can buy a copy. 



 
 

 
http://www.ikeepsafe.org/parents/ 

 

You don’t have to be a computer expert to keep your child safe online. You 
can help your child become a responsible, ethical digital citizen with healthy 
online relationships. To do that, you’ll use the same successful parenting skills 
that you’re already using at home. Resilient digital citizens recognize and seek 
out the 3Cs—appropriate contact, content, and conduct—in all digital settings 
(e.g., iPods, instant messaging, chat, computer games, game consoles, cell 
phones, text messaging, webcams). To help you teach your children to safely 
and ethically use their digital devices, iKeepSafe has programs available at 
their site. 
 
 

 
 

 
Essential Apps for Kids and Teens 

 
Starter Kits for iPad, iPhone, Android, and Kindle Fire 

 
So you just got a new smartphone or tablet. Now what? If you're wondering 

what apps to load it with, we've got you covered. Whether you've got an iPad, 
iPhone, Android phone or tablet, or a Kindle Fire, we have a ton of great app 

suggestions to start your kids off right. 
 

Just look up your device and you'll see picks arranged by age groups. 
Our expert editors are completely independent, so their selections are based 

solely on kids' best interests. We've provided buy links for many apps, but 
they're simply for your convenience. 

 



 

 

Grants 
 

NJ.GrantWatch.co 
 http://newjersey.grantwatch.com/cat/42/teachers+grants.html  

 
Funding, Grants & Scholarships from the NJ Department of Environmental 

Protection http://www.nj.gov/dep/seeds/njcee/grants.htm 
 

 
Technology Innovations:  Document Camera 

 
A document camera is one of the easiest and quickest ways to integrate technology into your 
classroom. There are very few special skills needed to use this piece of equipment. A classroom 
document camera can be connected to a DLP/LCD projector through a computer or connected 
directly to a DLP/ LCD projector. This one piece of classroom technology can be used to actively 
engage students in the learning process. Visual learners will benefit from the use of a classroom 
document camera by seeing small items, text, demonstrations in a much bigger way. Hands-on 
learners can also benefit from the use of a document camera by allowing them to be the ones 
placing objects or items under the document camera and explaining what they are showing. 
 
Classroom document cameras are the perfect tool for sharing 3D objects, images, maps, text 
and a host of other "real" life objects with a class. Students can see and interact with learning 
objects, making it easier to integrate the object into their body of knowledge. 
 
The items on display can be projected onto any screen and shown in greater or less detail via 
'Zoom IN' or 'Zoom OUT' to display the object to the entire class in detail. You can 'Capture' and 
'Store' images of any displayed object for future reference.  
 
The following are some of the possible uses for a document camera:    
• Model a process for students 
• Share student work without having to recopy 
• Show solutions to math problems while discussing with students 
• Share illustrations and maps to support visual learners 
• Work with math manipulative 
• Demonstrate how to use a calculator, GPS, cell phone or other device 
• Examine 3D objects like plants, ant farms, and leaves 
• Demonstrate science experiments 
• Discuss newspaper articles. If there is a document camera in your building, your 
Technology Coordinator can assist you in using the document camera in your classroom. 
 

http://newjersey.grantwatch.com/cat/42/teachers+grants.html
http://www.nj.gov/dep/seeds/njcee/grants.htm


Document Camera Ideas 
http://www.edtechnetwork.com/document_cameras.html 

 
Uses in the Classroom 

http://www.hpedsb.on.ca/ec/services/cst/elementary/math/documents/101waystouseaDCb
ooklet.pdf 

 
Teacher Guide to Uses 

https://rrisd-teacherguides.wikispaces.com/file/view/Ditch_That_Overhead_Projector.pdf 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY HUMOR 
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